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To the-mainorjofMai-shnUReadly, Utsof Allendale, Jesi 
Kentucky, I dedioito the fullowiag diBooufse. Between him 
there was a subslaatial agreement on ali Che g cent issues i 
and fspceially on tlie subjecta tieated la llio address, wliEoh v 
aniiuusly disoussetl,' d/inug the last jaar at his life. 

A thoughtful man, but never Id haste ta speak, 
in his heart the graat issues of the terrible conflict, and lliough sorrowful al- 
ways, and at times desponding, he never faltered in stern loyally to his gov- 

Of ample fortune, yet dcBpising the social con side raticn wliioh men ara too 
apt to claim on that ground alone, he vna, to the last, the ffieud and intimate 
oampanioB of the poores,t of men. 

Mating Qo ;^re|:ensLon to Icarningihis kiio^le'dgciof men^ ofisoiiief^, and of 
all the g^Tiver a flairs of human ■lift,-' was \» id e,' intimate and 'adcuVate. His 
habit of uttering the moat matured opinions in the iutefrogativc form, bk 
though he would inquire rather than affirm, did not conceal from, his intimate- 
friends, his just confidence in the general oorreetncss of the oonoluaions he 
had reached. 

In the coustant eicrcise of a most generous hospitality, and though in the 
Fifty-ninth year of !iia age, he had the happy faculty of making hiinaell' 
agreeable to the young of both sexes, and his usually quiet, country home, 
was, for Ihem, a ohoaen place of gathering. Alas I we shall ace him on earth 
no more. At a lime when we eipecled it not — in July, 1860, the Dcstrojer 
came, and our oherishcd, most eonstflnt friend passed awiiy. 

Our sorrows may be soothed by the firm belief that another tired spirit has 
found rest in heaien, and we may seek to assuage our grief by the. hope of 
meeting him thBre,"'*h«n thfe di-eamtff jiftt iS pist ; bui,' Vre shall not think of 
our great loss wilhoHt sighing, nor cease to feci that for our riven hearts 
there is no perfect healing this side the tomb. 

Farewell ", Marshall.'' The rom.iios of men Jia.ve been f^illowed to Ulb 
prave by more weepcfs than foIloWe.Jjjl^iiilii, but, iione by ti'uer, sadder hearts, 
and of those bleeding hearts, few were njure hopelessly oruBhed than was 
hia, who no* lays this humble, hut leac-hailoBed tribute of afl'eclion on thy 
giaye. 
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:r.e:m:a:rk;s. 

The style of Ui,e follpwiijg discourse is obnoxious to c,ritir 
pi8iij.ywhich,:h"i)weyer,,ia,iiot.Eiarticulariy deprecated. , Gratje^ 
fill utterance, iP'a,s not. to te thought of, had the writer pps,- 
seseed taste .and., t^l^nfc for. it>, Tlie airn of .the discourse re- 
quii'ed .that .the axgvm-^P-t should be brief (ind. its applications 
iiiimerAus &TX(k die^ot. . AHusipiis t.O;local cireumatani3eH.:were 
indispensable.. Inde^.tlie,iitiIity.of. tli.e discourse, if it. shall 
prove to be of any, depends, .upon tliese allusions, although 
they.can.sparcelyfbeiRtsUigsWe to those not .acjq^uaiiit^i^; >^ith 
the course :ot, religious events in Kentucky, duEing^^and., since 
the close, ofjtlie late civil war. 

It is known" to ail,^tliat early.in the year 1803, a laj:ge,porr 
tion :of>.theislave^ho!ding'-«leraient in ;the " loyal .pai'ty " of 
Keiitiioky,' dissented 'SOi far from the "policy. of .the Admiri> 
tratioiii in'^regaFdi'to^'siavery," that tliey deemedit expedient 
to'derifHuice'tfaegoverament openly, and eVenfuinoualy. In 
ordinary times,'.thoughf(fijl men find no difficulty ini:ij^cnmi-r 
nating between- a fjovernmenti and any ■existing administva: 
tion of that government, but in the actual, state of. affairSi m 
Kentucky in l&63,.&;uch-.di3cHniinatiOn. was .^rffl(^(^mW]y; impos- 
sible. Men. can not iwi^lfc a slack-rope. in the midst of. a huf: 
ricane. It is^ believed that every. :.candid .and .enlightened 
"-rebel".: will adinity that: tfeis class of "union men," waa^ in 
^60^ co-operants of the insurgents, from the beginning .ofc' 
the year 1863, till the close of the war, MaiiVj certainly, did 
not intend fJiia result, while others, as was natural, threw off 
all pretense of "loyalty," and became avowed "rebels," 
Kow I wish to say most distinctly, that though I think, many 
of these "Union men" committed a serious blunder, I have 
no harsher word to say of them. 

A very earnest desire ■ has been entertained not to give 
offense to any sincere, weil-nioaning persons, who may lie in- 
cluded in the classes deemed censurable for complicity in the 
gravest crimes. Possibly, however, after all the care that 
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could be bestowed m that direction, some expressions may 
be found, that had better been omitted. It is possible too, 
that almost unconsciously, I may have lelt something border- 
ing on resentment towards those who have, during almost six 
yeaw, malevolent^ly and persistently misrepresented my senti- 
ments, misinterpreted my actions, and invented and circulated 
the most scandalous falsehoods, to my great injury. I have 
endeavored to hold in abeyance every remembrance oi per- 
sonal wrong endnrei^, and every sentiment of indignation ; 
and if I have not succeeded fully, those will be readiest to 
forgive, whose nobleness of iiature renders them fit to appre- 
ciate the difficulty of such a preformanee. 

Having' tried to be faithful to my country in the hour ot her 
calamity, having endeavored to do what appeared to be my 
duty toward tlie colored race, having sought to be true to the 
teaching, of the Bible, and to what I thought to be the 
"great principles of the Reformation," I stand in the midst of 
relentless enemies, undismayed, determined to do and dare 
to the last-. The fight- with frost and famine, daily gi-owing 
more urgent, is far. preferably to the surrender of truths, on 
the support of which, as it seems to me, depend^ the exist- 
ence of o,ur civilization, and the progress of mankind. 

Jf those OhristJaiis who 'agree with me in the importance 
fff the i)rinci pies contended for, shall yet prefer to give aid to 
those who have i^raetically denied and deserted those princi- 
ples, they will but furnish another sad illustration of the 
weakness and inconsisteiipy of which men are capable, " in 
Qod weitrust." 
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DISCOURSE. 



•"I'i'iitli fniletli, Bii.t he, that. iie|iarteth from uvil niiiket.h liilnsflif 
a pvey ; and the Lovd saw it, and it displeased him that there was. 
no judgment." — Isaiah, lis. 15. 

Triitli, eternal and divine truth, ia, indeed, the pearl ot 'great 
price. It 18 the only food ordained of HeSVfiii for the susten- 
ance and growth of the immortal -'inind, ' Fulseli6od and 
eiTor are essenlSaliy negative ; tiiey are arid yet are ndt, and 
shall vdtimately go into perdition. 

The love of truth _/(>/■ its dVjn, sake— tvuth in respect of eTfery-- 
thing which is a subjectof human thought, or that ifi anywdv'; 
connect-s itself with the affiiirs and-fortunes of thelhVmanTaoe/ 
we may safely regard a& ansong the-.iiti'ef frviden-o'es of'spiri-- 
tual enfranchisement. They in- whoiM" abides evermore a su-' 
preme and trembling reverence ^I'or truth, have;. We may be' 
assured, passed Irom death unto life. On the other:hand, we 
migJit infer, even in the absence of specific Bible tfachihg; 
that.Jie wlio disregards truth, is not of God.. By tAith is. ml 
here meant religious or theologicaltfuth esplustvely,.br.li any 
and all truth. 

It is quite possible for any man to mistake his way 1" 
seeking after truth, even when the search -is conduetetl 
earnestly and with entire singleness of aim. This shoidd syg- 
gest cantion, deliber ation, paUence, in'the iA'Qsecution oLeur 
inquiries; ti£e ho Iding in abeyance of all selfish, partiz^n pur- 
posesandaims ; and, except inicases.Wliicli.aflirat of demoiiT 
stration, or wlncli appeal directly. to;the mond intuitions, auv 
liabihty to error, will justify, diffidence, aod-eondenui dogiBat- 
ism, with respect to the results of our-.-investigatiou's., -Mnt- 
withstanding liabihty to error, and adhiittijig -whatewr: ehar-- 
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itjes ftttd proprietiag tk% &et omy demand, still, there are 
tfuths about which, .among sane people, there can be no 
differ*nc« of opinion ; nad it is the observance and the advo- 
cacy of these truths that determine a man's moral status. The 
man, for iostanc*, who would seriously question the equity of 
thy '' Golden Rule "—"^ Whatever you would that men should 
do to you, do ye eTon so to t^em,"ie simply an idiot or a knave. 
It hat been truly observed by a liistinguished writer, that for 
oB^for all men, there exist iner^cable distinctions among 
tiun«i, as good and bad, right and wrong, true and false. We 
«aa not rid oureelres of the conviction that these distinctions 
are not conventional, butreal, and that our characters oughl to 
h% determined by menus of these distinctions. The man who 
is not tTu» to hia own conmetiom of what is good and right 
and true, is hinaself a falsehood in God's universe, let 
his pretensions be what they may, and in his own con- 
sciousness, he ia aware of the humiliating fact. He who is 
false to hia convictions of. truth and right, is false utterly, and 
pute out the light that ia in him ; and we all of us know who 
uttered the foariiil words,— '"It the light that is in you be 
dirkneBS, how great is tltat darkness !" The immense import- 
ance ot this 8«bject--it9 fundamental relation to pure morals 
and true religion, and to the true and hoped-ior social state, 
must be my apology for dwelling upon it. Let us then appeal 
to the sacred Sciiptures. 

« Because they received not the love of the truth, that they 
might be saved,, God shall ^end them strong delusion that 
they shijuld believe a lie, thaO, theyal! might be damned, who 
believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness." 
SThee., ii 10, 11. 

This is a terrible declaration, my brethren, instinct with the 
wrath ot God. I hare no tamo for it« unfolding and applica- 
tion, but we may be assured that in this matter of truth, God 
wiil_aotbe trifled'^jth; andbe »ho sets himself to oppose 
what, in his heart* J^e knows to be right and true, will end by 
believing a lie. NofdloM ttU# take place by the interposition 
of miracle, btjt ih.sttjjet harmony with the laws of our mtel- 
lectual and momimiiiture. 
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Among the qualifications ior ita^img Vftfore Goif int Monnt 
Zioii, is this ; that a man shall "ap^k \tie Hxiih in /tie, faart ;" 
that is. he shall be unwaveringly trno to hie conftetions. 
Psalmn 15. The Savior of the world, wh© came tbrth from the 
bosom of the Father, declares himself to. be .the way »nd 
the truth, and the life ; while, on- the other haii^d, he says of 
the gi-eat advei-sary, tlie Devil, that "he wasa murderer trom 
the beginning and abode not in the truth, because there is no 
truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he 'apeftki! of his own, for 
he is a liar and the father of it" John, viii, 4*. "Whoever 
loves or makes a lie," is ciasaed by the Holy Spirit with the 
most abominable characters knows on earth.or in hell ; . and 
fiually, the Scriptures declare that " all liarg, shall have their 
l)art in the lake tliat burns with fire and brimstoiie, which is 
the second death." 

I have tliought it well, on many accounts, to refer to these 
declarations of God's word; and surely in view of 'these, to 
which we might add indefinitely, it becomes every one to 
seek the truth with his whole hear^ and to abide in it; to 
" buy the trutli and sell it not," while he shuns falsehood, as 
he would shun the gates of hell. Do we judge harshly in 
supposing that tliese times of ours render thfe refierence we 
have made to the Bible, specially appropriate? Are riien now, 
generally seekiug the truth, or what they suppose t« be thbir 
private intereste ? Do tliey demand,, even in the church, sin* 
cevity and honesty, or acquiescence ? 

I shall continue to assume, Ini this address, that the Bible 
is true in its own sense ; that is to say, it contains a revela- 
tion of God's will concerning the humltn race; that this will 
iji the highest law to every human being to whom it comes, 
and that ignorance or disregard of it, so f*r at least as duty ie 
involved, is fatal. No Christian will question the saprume obli- 
gation of every one to use all diligence to asccrtadn the exact 
meaning of (jlod's law; nor will Any one doubt that habituaT, 
persistent disregard of its teachings, involves, infinite pietil. 
We may add, that ingenious perversions of the sacred Scrip- 
turesjor sophistical evasions of their obvioos import, is of the 
very quintessence of sin. Indeed, Wei judge that it would be 
every way better to remain in wilful ignorance of God's word, 
or knowing its teachings, boldly to disregiHrd and defy them, 
iJian to attempt to make Jehovah .» co- partner in our sins, by 
so wresting his revelation as to make it testify in favor of 
iniquity. 

An additional remark must be allowed, even if it shoold be 
ranked among pulpit platitudes. No man c«n afford to incur 
the wrath of Almighty God, because -jw trcaji ean (tford 'to 
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lm& hiss(nil. Any tfefeigiSfeat can be achieved or imagined 
is -preferaHle^ ithis, 5fc ^. 1^ consummation of ail possible 
oalatBiiteBv (Bektte ■b5*.'g"kntiflf«"'03!'"H&gering starvation, would 
be agreeafele:«iftei*ai«liient'eoHpai'ed'Wifeli an abode in" onter 
darfeiiesrwh^e'tlie w'eWh'dietfe^not, and-the fire ts nofcqnencli- 
ed.'^ -*^e»i'.iiQt-thBnl,.''-said-'JestiSi "wlio can kill the body, but 
atterthat'^can do 'liO' fhi*eiivbiit-fear him who, having killed 
the- body,' bartdestroj^lMStesoul and 'body in hell ; yea, I say 
unto yoay fear him.; Jtis a fearful thing; to fall into the 
handaof. the-Hving God." On the other hand, al! of honor 
and glory and itiliss and blessdeness,' that ie possible to a iiuite 
being, shalLbS'^^en of OoSl'to him who abides in the truth. 
Hence,.to^accepth©arbdyth&'diviue teaching, and to follow il 
at ail' costs, even unto death,- is not niearly duty, religion, it 

sound discretion as well. It the expression may be allowed 

.t pays" infinitely, 'Stidr this 'alone, ot all the enterprises in 
wliicii'one.can engage m.ibjs world does " pay." To ail who 
lail in fealty to- truth and to QaA^ lite- will, ac the last-, prove 
an infinite iiiisfortuji-e^-^it.' " wei'e ■ better Jor such had they 
never been born," We would thus inrlicate thespirit and 
temper in which our investigations are to be this day con- 
ducted. 

Wliy, then, are- we- JieKft. -to-day if We are here to bear wit- 
nessjto-the tpu-ttiiiAwie'ate 'la(i« to db'andto aufifei', if rieeft be, 
f.or:the'^WiOtd!Bf:God,iand thft-testimony of Jesus; we are here 
because God's people have^isinned gi-eviousl/ without rebuke, 
because tliey have participated in, connived at, and applauded 
the^most wonstrous criniestknown to the laws of God and to 
the laws of .man^-we are feere -to discharge our most solemn 
duties' ten our brett!ren,-ito our country, and to our race, the 
whole. being. our bonmlen duty to Him who gave himself a 
tansoai'-J(M,";Our!fcir(eiEed soals.' We neither intend nor invite 
schism, but .-we. intend ■tOtasfJert and to enjoy our inalienable 
rights, whether-as^ci^xenBiof the state, or of the kingdoDi of 
God. We intead'to-e'xej'QiSB onr-rightto announce \hBwhol& 
cpunBel-of(5cod,-as. His infinite providence may open tor us a 
^Or. of ittterance. 

For the pre9ent,:.we have no judgement to pronounce upon 
those without the "pale of thfi church. ■ As a public teacher of 
i-eligioiijiwe have, aotbiug-to say: of, -them, at any time, but to 
preach tQ ' thernnsi we inayibe-abEe, "the glorious gospel o( 
|he blessed Ood," To *the church, our mission is different. 
Here, we are to reprove, rebuke and exhort, with all lotig- 
siitfeijug, when- in, our"Conviotions, it becomes our duty so to 
do:; -nor dai-e. ws employ craftiness, noi' "handle the word of 
Gkid dSceifcfuUyJ' We may remark further, that our present 
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basinesa is wiUi Uiat clmrcii of which the speaker has been a 
member for more than thirty-six year£ — for more than twenty ■ 
eight, a public minister. What cause we may have lor protest, 
for rebuke, for reproof, are now to be briefly stated and argued. 
No precepts of the Bible are plainer or more explicit than 
these, namely: "That Christians shall obey magistrates ; that 
they shkll submit themselves to the regularly constituted 
civit authorities of the countries in which they may reside, 
whatever may be the forms in which that authority shall be 
expressed. "Whoever resisteth the civil power, resisteth 
tlie ordinance of Gocl^ and they that resistshall receive to them- 
selves damnation." Civil ovpoUtical rulers are Gtod's minis- 
ters, liomans xiii. We intend no elaborate argument — ^it is 
not called for. The Christian who, as such, denies his obliga- 
tion to obey the Civil rulers of his country, would deny 
his obligation to pay his debts. ■ When the civil author- 
ities contravene tfie authority of Heaven, it is not questioned 
that the tatter is to be obeyed. No such emergency having 
arisen in this country, this phase of the general subject is not 
now under discussion ; nor are we now required to discoas 
the right of Christian men to rebel against despotic rulers. It 
will be time enough to discuss tlte latter subject when a ne- 
cessity for it shall arise. We but express, however, the uni- 
versal sense of the civilized world in saying, that armed rev- 
olution or insun-ection is always an extreme, even a desperate 
remedy for political evils, and can not be lawfully resorted to 
till all peacetul means of redress shall have been tried with- 
out effect. But in a government shaped and directed by 
constitutional mfyorities, and whose organic law provides for 
its own o7iang6 "by suoJt majorities, all pretext for msurrecuoJi 
is barred wholly and forever. Insurrection, under such state 
of case is utterly inexcusable, wanton and mcked. Now, we 
charge first, that just such an insurrection did thousands of 
Christian people in Kentucky raise, prosecute, and encourage 
against the la^vful " powers " of the United States, and against 
the direct authority of Jesus Christ, commanding them to be 
subject to these very powers " for conscience sake." liomana 

Wo charge, in the second place, that these emng people of 
God, prosecuted this insun-ection for a period ol four temblo 
years, and that tfie,y signalized the revolt by deeds of unpar- 
alelled atrocity— of more than barbaric ci;iielty. Almost every 
crime known to the Decalogue was committed to an appalling 
extent, aa a direct consequence oi the war, and all of which is 
to be charged to those who instigiited, encouraged or approv- 
ed the revolt. 
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We do not purpose to recite the events of 1860 in proof of 
the utter wickedness of our late rebellion ; but we believe 
at susceptible of the clearest and most overwhelming proof 
that a more reckless and inexcusable indurreetion against a 
benignant ami free government, or against any government, 
has not been waged since the making of the world. Even if 
we allow the assigned reason for the rebellion to have existed 
namely, that the perpetuity and extension of African slavery 
■were menaced by the majority of tJie nation, the reason itself 
is of so questionable a character as might well cause a Chris- 
tian to pause long and prayeifully ere he called to arms. 
What was African Slavery in the United States, that Christians 
should rush into war in its support? Were its indefinite dura- 
tion and extension to be desired? Was the natural right of five 
hundred thousand white men to compel and to appropriate 
the labor of four millions of black men, quite clear to Christ's 
disciples ? Were the tmavoidable concomitants of slavery such 
as to commend it to the children of God ? Were the ignorance 
and social and moral degradation intrinsically incident to the 
institutiou, calculated to win the favor of those in whom 
dwells the spirit of Christ ? Let the honest man lay his hand 
upon his heart, and with eyes raised to heaven, answer. God 
will one day compel him and all men to answer. But 
even the poor plea for the rebellion, that slavery was endanger- 
ed by the political events of I860, can not be allowed ; for 
thousands of those most deeply interested in the perpetuity and 
extension of slavery, and of these, many best able to judge, 
scouted tlie plea as idle and frivolous, Th /refore the insur- 
rection was utterly without justification; Jor, if the pretext 
for it was such as a Christian dare avow at the bar of Jesus, 
stii], even that pretext was feigned. With candid and well- 
mformed people, it were useless to argue this matter;' with 
the ignorant and those; reckless of truth, it would be useless. 

But we have, said that this insun-eetion, raised professeply 
for the extension and perpetuation of the bondage of four 
millions of human beings for whom the son of God died — tho 
bondage of four milhons and their posterity, together with 
all the Ignorance and degradation inseparable from that bon- 
dage — was accompanied by deeds of peculiar and appalling 
atrocity. There were interludes in ihe awful drama, in hai- 
mony will) its avowed object, and which served as infallible 
exponents of the chief actors. The subject is an unpleasant 
one at any time, and we have no desire to enter into details. 

We shall instance only the destruction of, at least, twenty 
thousand young men by slow starvation in pens in which, 
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even mules would have died by tlie thoasand under like 
treatment; and the deliberate murder, at one time, of several 
hundred prisoners of war, in tiie most cruel and savage man- 
ner. 

Now, what we demand is, that God's people shall acknowl- 
edge the sin and shame of this unholy insurrection, and that 
they shall. denounce the nnnecessarjf' and shocking cruelties 
that accompanied it; or, if it can be made to appear that 
"both the great parties to the war are alike guilty before God, 
let both be denounced in the name of humanity, in the name 
of religion, in the name of the Loi-d. Tliat one or the other 
party has fearJ'uUy sinned, none can doubt. Let the erring 
children ol God, then, be rebuked and called to repentance, 
and let the wordot the Lord go forth against all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unright- 



So lar, however, are Christian "I'ebels " from repentance for 
having levied war against their lawful nilere, that tliey justify 
themselves in it, — they avow that they did right in the sight 
of God and man. ' Dare we concede this, even tacitly ? Dare 
we allow that a war of four years duration — a war that has 
alienated friends ; that has made the taking of oaths, to an 
alarming extent, the merest mockery, and perjuries almost as 
numerous as collisions between rebel and loyal interests — 
that has burdened a nation with an incalculable debt — that 
by enhancing the price of food and fuel and clothing, has 
caused immense privation and suffering among tlie poor; that 
left general desolation in its track over large districts of our 
country ; that has left behindit tens of thousands of darkened 
and broken homes, and millions of broken hearts ; that has 
scattered hundreds of thousands of maimed and crippled men 
over a continent, and that sent half a million to bloody 
graves— can we allow, that without incurring terrible guilt, 
such a war may be levied and encouraged by Christ's disciples 
against a beneficent government, and in the interests of human 
bondage ? If so, our notion of sin is a delusion — the gospel 
a cunningly devised fable. 

If we have been able to imdei-stand, even to a small extent, 
the relations of the Christian ministiy to the church and to 
general society, nay, if we rightly apprehend the providential 
calls of God, then has he made it tlie special present duty of 
his ministers to call his erring people to repentance for their 
participation in the greatest crimes. 8uch is, in our judgment, 
the " burden "ot Kentucky, — the duty ot this day, for those 
who stand before her people in the name of Jesus and for 
the souls of men. 
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That ail overwiielinjug ^in^ority of these ministers should 
themselves tacitly, or by open avowal, justity the great rebel- 
lion in the interests of such an institutioD, as they know 
Alrican slavery to have been, is among the most startling and 
discouraging facts connected with tliat rebellion. It would 
be pleasant to hope tliat tJiey liave been guided in their rea- 
sonings by the spirit of Kim whowas sent to proclaim liberty 
to the captives ; tho opening of .the prison dooi-s to tliem that 
were bound ; to break everi/ yoke, and to proclaim the ac-; 
cepted year of the Lord. Wo should willingly believe that 
tJiese ministers have not been swayed in their judgments by 
the circumstance that, since the beginning ot the year 186a, 
a very large majority of the >vealthv people of Kentucky, the 
tilaveholders — have been heartily or virtually on the side of 
insurrection and a divided ijatJon. Most certainly no such 
unanimity among the ministers of our state on any ".political " 
question was ever before witnessed. It is remarkable, veTy 
remarkable. Watchmen! What ot the night? With pallid 
lips and bated breatli you glide silently about among sine that 
fill the whole earth, and darken the sun and heaven — sins 
that bode the overthi-ow of government, of church and of eiv- 
ihzation togelhec. Have you lost faith in God and in your 
own souls? In the truth of God and in tho consciences cf men? 
And if one of your brethren should believe himself moved oi 
God to raise his voice against "lawlessness," and in behalf of 
ic/iai you k»ow to be the natural, inalienable rights of man, 
you stand quietly by wliile the mob cries crucify him; or 
doubtfully and gravely shaking your reverend heads, you coolly 
question your brother's sanity. But you are prudent, you 
say. It is, perhaps, well when wo can persuade ourselves, 
that what in others would be considered time-serving policy, 
ill ourselves, is only Christian ptudence/Pilate was " prudent^" 
doubtless, when, awed, by popular clamor, and yet stung by 
conscience, he asked of Jesus, ^iwhat is trtUh^ but waited no 
rep'y. 

"Dissohedtliii lOiiilfltKl mingteJ witli the throng, 
Asylum sad, (Voiu reason, hope and heaven.'^ 

IJut you are "prudent' — are you consistent? Yon can cry 
aloud against tho sin of dancing: you can declaim long and 
earnestly against " iusU-umeutid niu.sic in churches :" you can 
" deal damnation round the land," against good men and 
women, who, at the verj' worst, have only mistaken the mean 
ing of a Greek word ; but for those who commit pegury ; for 
(hose wiio refui^e to hear and obey the voice of God in rcia- 
iii.m (o their dulioa to tire civil rulers ; for those who perpe- 
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trate or applaud the greatest i^rimes, you have no word of 
rebuke ! But yon are " prudent " men. Yes, verily, you are 
prudent, and right well does your prudence pay. 

It becomes sinners, whose only refuge is the mercy of Otod, 
to judge one another tenderly; and yet, we are wholly una- 
ble to see any thing in this boaeted "prudence," other than 
the tithing of herbs, while the weightier matters of the law, 
justice, mercy, and the iear of God are neglected. That any 
aane man believes it to be more heniously sinivl in the sight 
of God to dance, or to use an organ in tiie public worship, 
than to take up arms and inauguratre war against a free, con- 
stitutional government, we shall believe, wlien we shall see a 
man swallow a camei, and tlien choke on a gnat. 

The reply to our suggestions is stereotyped, — " We want no 
mingling of politics with reh'gion — we want no politics in 
the pulpit." So we say, and with all possible emphasis. 
Let us have no homilies on iinance, free trade, internal improve- 
ment, reconstruction, the right of suffrage, tiie boundaries of 
Executive, Legislative, or Judicial authority, States rights, etc., 
e\a:,lbut let no man tall God's woi'd politio9.) We say noth- 
ing here on the right or the necessity ot secession in 1861; 
but we do say, that according to the plain teaching of the 
New Testament, the disciplos of Christ who engaged directly 
or indirectly in the late insurrection against the government 
of the United States, are guilty before God of the gravest 
crimes. 

'I'he relation of tlie American pulpit io civil affaii-s calls ior 
calm and thorough discussion; meanwhQo, wo might well 
suppose that tiiosn in Kentucky who protest most earnestly 
against "poiilical preaching," would be a little cautious in 
their denunciations. Did their co-operants in rebellion in the 
South, hesitate to " ]>reach politics " before or during the war ? 
Por years l.he soutliera pulpits rung witli the glory and divin- 
ity ot Slavery, and tlic right of revolution. Gov. Perry, of 
Soutli Cai'olina,cliarges the late civil ivar manily to three 
classes — politicians, editors and ministers; and our recollec- 
tion is, that he gives the preeminence in the bad worJi to the 
jninisters. They did certainly employ their (ej-virl eloquence 
during tlie war, to fan the sectional prejudices of iheir people 
into a flame, and to keep them burning, liven some of those 
ministers who. went ii'om Kentucky to tlio South or to Oanada 
during tlie war, did' not hesitate (o speak for Slavery and the 
rebellion there, and/or seeessi'Hn heforc their <JepaHure. We 
liave, besides, conclusive evidence, that however averse some 
Kentucky Christians may now be lo having the pulpit pro- 
faned by what they falsely call pohtical preacliing, they would 
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have been easily reconciled to the profanation, had Gen. 
Bragg Ueld the State for the " Southern Oonfederacy," Hope- 
lul beginnlDgs were made in that direction, even during hia 
short stay with ns in 1862, More recently, too, some of these 
anti-political preachers found it convenient and expedient, 
and no doubt '■'■ prtidentj'' to signahze with religious services, 
the exhumation and re interijient of the remains of certaiii 
guerrillas, executed under military order, in retaliation for the 
murder ot peaceful citizens. Allusion is made to these mat- 
ters witli extreme reluctance, but under an irrepressible con- 
viction of duty. He who fails to see that the expressed horror 
ot political preaching among us, is shallow affectation — is 
easily deceived. ' It is a device of Satan to spike the artillery, 
of God. Away with it ! The faithful mmister must declare 
the whole counsel ot God, though it condemn himself and his 
heai-ers together. He must, for instance, expound the teach- 
ing of the iSible in relation to matrimony, whdn the time sh3,ll 
come, even through a political party, to secure the vote of 
iltah, shall declare itself in favor of polygamy, and other 
domestic and social abominations of Mormonism. No doubt, 
such minister will be duly denounced as a political preacher. 
In a word, " Whatever things are true, whatever things are 
honest, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, 
whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good 
report," withiti the meaninir and purpose of God's word, are 
not only legitimate themes of pulpit discussion, but the min- 
ster of Jesus Christ is solemnly bound to teach and to enforce 
them, and to oppose and to rebuke whatever is opposed to 
them, whether the (liings so opposed be political or not. 

But in the third place : the Christian people, to whose course 
we have taken exception, not only took part in a most un- 
righteous war, — not only Imve they approved or excused the 
needless enormities which characterized it, but they havepro- 
Bcribed, maligned and pei-secuted every preacher whose views 
of duty to his country, to his race, and to his Redeemer, 
caused him resolutely and unconiproinisiugly to oppose the 
rebellion and to actively aid his constitutional government — 
aud this, noth withstanding tfttoh preachers may not have spoken 
one word pro or con, tn the pulpit, on tlis subject (yftJie war, 
from its hsginning till- its close. 

The reply is — " Loyal mun are not proscribed. A. B, C. 
and D. are loyal, and no one objects to their preaching." 
ITiese '■ loya! " brethren, who are acceptable to rebel chnrches, 
have, most Jikety, thought it " prudent " not to vote since the 
year 1860 : and in genoml, their whole course in relation to the 
war, did much more in aid of the insurrection, than icr the 
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salvation of an imperilled nation. They have found it " pru- 
dent " to condemn " whatever was wrong on both sides," tak- 
ing special care to say about as much against the one party as 
against the other. 

Discerning rebels understood the policy of this class of men, 
and availed themselves of their effective co-operation. Preach- 
ers, who, since 1863, have spoken no harsh word of the rebel- 
lion, not even condemning Andei-sonviile and Fort Pdlow, 
but who, during the same time, have heaped upon the United 
States government and those who upheld it, evei-y opprobrium, 
might well be acceptable to " rebels." As things actually 
■were in Kentucky, they were able to do more, and did more 
tor the rebellion, than the original secessionists. A few of 
these "loyal preachers," have recovered their standing by 
simply denouncing the Missouii preachers' oath. Tired of 
Social and ecclesiastical ostracism, they eagerly availed them- 
selves of that opening to the hearts of those whom their loy- 
alty had offended. They have found their reward. 

"It is only the decided, out-spoken loyal preachers, — those 
"Who voted and otherwise showed a deep interest in the results 
of the war, that we proscribe," say some. In reply, we ask a 
single question : Do these brethren condemn equally, those 
who preached secession in Kentucky during the war, and who, 
leaving the State for Canada or the Confederacy, preached 
openly there in behalf of slavery, secession, and rebellion! 
What "shocking insincerity must the answer to this question 
disclose ? We forbear to press it. . It might be well for the 
parties involved to remember, that " an uiyust balance is an 
abomination to the Lord." Ic is very clear to all, that the 
hostility of our " rebel " brethren to " preachers who dabble 
in politics," is determined altogether by the kind of politics 
in which they " dabble." 

We ask then, further, that Chnstians shall at once cease to 
j)er8ecute and proscribe loyal ministers, and that they no 
longer visit the alleged sins of loyal lathers upon the heads of 
■their innocent women and children. We demand also, that 
mlnistei-s who can neither be coaxed nor bribed into silence 
concerning the sin of the late rebellion, shall be allowed, as 
well as the " prudent " and the disloyal ministers, to occupy 
the pulpits, and to preach to all who may wish to hear them, 
according to their own convictions of duty and propriety. To 
tliis proposition the reply would be : " Such proceedings would 
.result in division." Indeed! And is Christian union then to 
be maintained by inhibiting the discussion of any grave ques- 
tion about which there may exist difFeronces oi faU/i. What 
is such union worth? 
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It TVouid be well, meanwhile, on many accounts, for some 
of those who seem willing to ignore whole sections of the 
New Teetameut, m order to secure harmony in churches, to 
call to mind the foraier times. The Baptists of Kentucky, 
forty years ago, held, or were supposed to hold, an erroneous 
theory of conversion, and to have failed in their apprehension 
of the design of Christian baptism, and of some othei" matters, 
more or less clearly revealedpin the Bible. Did our " Eeform- 
ers " of that day, some of whom still survive, hesitate to preach 
their views of conversion and baptism, lesttlte Baptist cMirches 
should 'be dividedf The legs of the lame are not equal. By 
the persistent preaching of "the views of the Reformers," — 
and that, not in the mildest and most winning tone — ^perhaps 
half the Baptist churches in IJ^entucky were divided ; and this 
too, iiotwiUistanding the Baiptists were then and are now, 
regarded ae Christians by ^ose who caused their division. 
" But, tlien, the ' Eefonners ' pleached the truth." Be it so- 
ls not the ISth chapter of Romans truth? and does it not 
convict all Christians who willingly, in any way^ and to any 
ewteni^ participated in the late insurrection against the United 
States, of most heinous sill against God? Have the Baptist 
theories, right or wrongs resulted in gi'eat evil f.o society. It 
is, doubtless, well for us all, that tlie grace of God which brings 
salvation, is not cii'cu inscribed by our theological diagrams. 
The Baptists are still with us, and like the rest of us, with their 
good and their not-good, are .struggling fairly abreast oJ' other 
Christian people, Ibr the "crown of righteousness." Peace 
be with them, and with tho Israel ot God, 

But " the Reformers preach the truth." Be it so, we still 
reply ; and is not this trutti — " Whatever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them " % and has this any 
*;onceivahle application to our treatment of our late slaves, 
who are here and free, by no agency of their own ? What 
have we oven atUm^pUd to do lor their conversion to GEod — 
their elevation to liigher planes of spiritual life, and of social 
life among themselves ? Some who have feebly attempted 
this, have been denounced, shunned, maligned; others have 
been mobbed, without any voice of protest from any pulpit in 
the State. Meetinghouses have been refused, thatwere other- 
wise unused, that these poor people might not bo instructed in 
the duties incident to their ohanged condition. In the mean- 
time, no discussion of any matter, nor any allusion to any 
matter, that can possibly ^sturb the equanimity of those who 
desired tlie destruction of tlie nation, and who still desire its 
destruction, is to be tolerated. Such is the decision of "the 
elders," And this is Chrislian union, alas!' It may be a 
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kagae with Death and a covenant with Hell, but Chtistiaii 

union, it is not. Besides, it is a loud, proGiioal, anil despotic 
jprotest against the most fundamental principle of the " Mefor 
motion^ And do those erring people of God, who thus pro- 
test, expect permanently to hold in abeyance, the discussion 
of gi'eat queetions thafc lie at the very basis of all nioi-ality ? 
As well attempt to stop an eruption ot Vesuvius with a hand- 
ful of feathers, as to arrest diaeassion by the cry of "divi- 
sion in churches." Churches that refuse to hear the truth of 
<iod, need not lear division, nor even annihilation — something 
much more to be dreaded than either, or both, impends. 

If we have read history to any purpose, we have learned 
that ' great social revolutions are preceded and followed by 
discussions of great principles — principles that lie at the foun- 
dations of states and ot churches. This is an ordination of 
Providence by which progressive nations advance to higher 
levels of intellectual, social an& moral life. Let us, then, have 
full and free discussion, conducted in meekness and gentleness, 
in a spirit ot iorbearance and long-suffering ; and let the word 
of the Lord prevail—" yea, let God be true, and every man a 
liar." 

One plea often urged in vindication of the i-ebellion, is ot 
so remarkable a character, as to demand a passing notice. 
Were it not presented by men " professing godliness," we 
should regard it as simply the offspring of irreverent, if not 
blasphemous unbelief. " Tou of the loyal party," those "men 
of God," are accustomed to say, " regard the results of the 
rebellion as salutary. Slavery is abolished, at least, and for 
this, you ought to be thankful to those who inaugurated and 
carried on the insurrection." On the same ground, then, the 
chief priests and eldere, who through envy, accused the 
Saviour of the world before Pilate, and even Pilate himself, 
who through fear of the mob, wrested judgment, and " deliv- 
ered Jesus to be crucified," are entitled to Uie gratitude of the 
human race! Could a more appalling illustration of the 
danger ol trifling -with truth be found, than this case presents ? 
It is the prerogative of an infinite and merciful, Providence, 
to make the wrath of man to praise him, while he restrains 
the remainder; it is His to bring good out of evil, and thus 
prevent our race from rushing at once ujjon irremediable 
rum; but of him who shall, on this account, make a ment of 
sin, and claim the right to "do evil that good may come," an 
Apostle declares, that "his damnation is just." 

The seeds oi all that is most conservative, — of all that is 
best in American civilization, crossed the ocean in the May- 
flower; that is to say, an unflmchiug Jaith in the Bible, as 
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being a revelation oj God's will to man, and as containing the 
rule of the final judgment that is to be passed upon every in- 
dividual of the human race, by the Creator himself. We may 
deride, if we will, this stern faith of the Puritans, their confi- 
dence, of the old Hebrew type, in the providence of God ; we. 
may make ourselves merry over their " grave and exaggerated 
piety,", bnt as our people recede from what was central in 
their faith, to that extent do they render, insecure their liber- 
ties, whether civil or religious. We steadfastly believe that 
our cherished liberties can be assured but in one way, and 
that is, by the faithful exhibition of the morality and religion 
of the Bible, by means of a iaithful living ministry, and by 
the press. We should be thanjiful, that the most sacred 
duties of the ministry, are concurrent with the dictates ot 
the loltiest and purest patriotism. Without Protestant Chris- 
tianity, in its most distinoUve elements, we may have some- 
thing like an exaggerated Mexico, or a French Eepublio, but 
the great, free Republic of America, we can not have. The 
foundation of Protestantism is the Bible, including the 13th 
chapter of Eomans,.^and nothing but the Bible, fairly inter- 
preted and applied, in all its vast range, to all the serious 
affairs of human life, domestic, social, political, — the applica- 
tion of its principles and explicit statutes to every question of 
human duty and privilege. We may apply to our own be- 
loved eoimtry, what a great writer, Isaac Tajloi,-, has so elo- 
quently said of England: 

"To a community within which the gospel has widely dif- 
fused itself, through the opinions, habits and affections ot the 
mass, and in which it intensely affects the moral energies of 
thousands, the ceasing to be Christian would bo a dissolution, 
political, social, domestic ; it would be — national death, 

"In this country, every institution that now fortifies and 
adorns our social condition, has been constructed on the sup- 
position of a flow and pressure in one direction ; that is, 
toward what is, or is assumed to be true in rehgion and pure 
in morals — every slope in tlje political building is adapted to 
this and to no other movement ol the waters — should they 
turn, there is not an embankment which must not yield, and 
add its fragments to tlie general ruin, America and her afflu- 
ence at home and her influence throughout the world, and her 
bright cluster of honors ; America and her pure domestic 
affections and her home felicities ; her generous temper and 
her wide philanthropy ; America and her power and her em- 
bellishments, we may be assured, is fated along with the 
gospel. The waters of the sanctuary stand breast high around 
her, and should they fall ofl", she herself falls to rise no more." 
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These aro significant words, and if wc experiment recklessly 
with our duties as citizens, to our cost, we shall find tliem pro- 
phetic. Indeed, my brethren, I can not regard an American 
Christian as having done his whole duty to God, who renders 
to his rulers a mere passive obedience. If our free institu- 
tions aro to be accepted as the gift of a merciful Providence, 
then are all God's people sacredly bound to do all in their 
power for the conservation and perpetuity of those institu- 
tions. 

We protest, then, against the course of our "rebel" ChriS' 
tian brethren, on the following grounds : 

1. They engaged in a terrible j risurrectibn against civil, 
rulers, to whom, by the most explicit statutes ol the New 
Testament, they were commanded to render honor and 
obedience. 

2. In the prosecution of that insurrection, they perpetrated 
the most atrocious deeds, or they upheld those who did per- 
petrate them, and refuse now to hear any rebuke of the 
offenders-— offenders, not merely against Uie lawa ot God, but 
against the instincts of civilized humanity. 

3. They not only decline repentance, or to hear any call to 
repentance, but, glorying in what they have done, they ac- 
tively persecute every minister whom they can not subsidise, 
or whose silence in regard to the enormous sin ot tlie late 
lebellion, they can not command. 

4. They aver that this persecution of loyal men, is inflicted 
■on the ground that the persecuted ones "had too much to do 
with politics," while tfiey actively support and cheerfully and. 
liberally patronize man who fled from the 8tate to the Oonf ed ■ 
eracy or to Canada, tliat they might more eitectively work in 
this "politics," thus demonstrating, even to themselves, the 
rutter untruthfulness of their averment. 

5. By the foregoing proceedings, tlie churches of the Kefor- 
mation have repudiated the most iundamental principle to be 
found in their protest against the divisions ot the Christian 
world — a principle without which the proposed Keiormation 
ia an impertinence and a blatant humbug. The principle is 
this : The whole law of Jesus Christ, as revealed in the New 
Testament, without addition, and without substraction, is to 
be taught and enforced, whether the law relate to social and 
domestic duties, or to the duties of the Christian citizen to 
the rulers of the State ; whether it relate to faith, to baptism, 
to the remission ot sins, to the order of worship in churches, 
or to any other matter that involves the agency of man. We 
here affirm, that those who hav6 committed themselves to the 
Uieoretical and practical advocacy of this coniprehensive 
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iJie grandest results in the history ot our race. Beautiful, a:id 
even divine is that sentiinent which binds the Laplander to 
his inhospitable abode, and reconciles the Italian to his dwell- 
ing place on the trembling sides of Vesuvius. In all climes, 
amongst all peoples, doubtless, is found the sentiment, if not 
the song, " Thei-o is no place like liome." We seriously sus- 
pect that the man who affects to like all countries and all 
peoples equally, really loves Jione. And does not patriotism 
show itself even in those through whom God has sent messa- 
ges to the world ? " If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right 
hand forget her cunning. If I do not remember thee, let ray 
tongue cleave to the roof of my moii^ ; if I prefer not Jemsa- 
lem above my chief joy." Thus sang the captive Jews as 
they wandered disconsolate " by the rivers of Babylon," For 
the pious Jew still, tlierc is no land so fair as the land 
of Jeshurun ; no river so beautiful as the Jordan, no moun- 
tains so grand as the "mountains round about Jerusalem." 
It was over Jerusalem too, that Jesus, weeping, uttered 
that lamentation, whicli lias, we may presume, taken its 
place among the anthems of the immortals, and for ages 
past been sung in heaven. Patriotism, be assured, is neat 
akin to the highest form ot philantljropy. 

We have attempted to discharge our duty — a duly, the 
heaviest ever before devolved upon us. Eight glad should 
we have been, Iiad some one older and abler taken the cross 
from our shoulders. It is now to be seen whether or not 
there remains m our people any fidelity to the principles of 
both civil and religions action, which they have in various 
ways professed. For myself, my brethren, may I sa;', that my 
hostility- to the course pursued by them against whom we 
this day protest, is uncompromising. I might be willing to 
die, could this restore the old friendships, — the lost union, the 
former love; but I humbly trust I wotdd die, rather llian 
gamble for place and profit, making truth and righteousness 
the cards. 

Go then, to life's great labors in the fear of God, aud in the 
love of man. While you stand firmly by your most sacred 
convictions of truUi and right, remember that Uie same au- 
thority that ordained obedience to the civil ruler, and in the 
iiame document, oi-dained also, that if your enemy hunger you 
shall feed him, if ho thirst you shall give him drink— -that you 
shall overcome evil with good. 

In the language of Kentucky's greatest living son 1 close ; 
" Every true man must stand in his lot, and do what seems to 
bo his duty in church and state, as God enables him. God is 
above all, and if he be for us, it is little matter who is against us. 
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